r 


OJ^i 

I 

I 


VtX/M 


NORM  AM  &  ISLANDSHIRE  RURAL 

DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


1960 


i 


\*r. 


NORHAM  AND  ISLANDSHIRES  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

I960 


JOHN  McCORMACK,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Area  Health  Office, 

Wagonway  Road, 

ALNWICK. 

Tel:  Alnwick  2263 


A.N.  SENIOR,  M.S.I.A., 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Council  Offices, 

52  Ravensdowne , 

BERWICK  UPON  T'/EED . 


Tel :  Berwick  6^12 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


I960 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norham  and  Islandshires  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  i960. 

I  commenced  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  late  in  the  year,  and 
thus  the  report  relates  largely  to  the  time  prior  to  my  appointment.  I  wish 
to  pay  tribute  to  my  predecessor  Dr.  R.  Short,  who  left  the  district  in 
September  to  take  up  a  new  appointment  in  Edinburgh.  He  indeed  left  a 
legacy  of  goodwill  which  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  inherit,  we  all  wish 
him  well  in  his  new  post. 

The  Registrar  General's  statistics  for  the  year  showed  that  his  estimate 
of  the  population  was  4,180,  which  is  a  slight  drop  from  the  previous  year. 

The  birth  rate  was  very  similar  to  the  previous  year  at  12.77  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  death  rate  likewise  was  almost  exactly  comparable  to 
1959,  the  corrected  figure  being  9 .46  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Thus, 
both  the  birth  and  death  rates  are  lower  than  the  national  average.  Nearly 
one  half  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  cardio-vascular  conditions  and  one  quarter 
were  due  to  malignant  disease. 

It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  record  that  there  were  no  infant  deaths 
during  the  year,  whereas  in  1959  there  were  two. 

The  only  notified  instances  of  infectious  disease  were  two  cases  of 
tuberculosis  and  ten  cases  of  measles. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  tuberculosis  shows  a  drop  from  three 
cases  in  1959,  to  two  in  i960. 

Progress  in  protective  immunisation  procedures  continued  steadily  through¬ 
out  the  year*.  The  level  of  poliomyelitis  vaccinations,  particularly  in  the 
younger  age  groups,  is  very  satisfactory  indeed.  The  level  of  children 
protected  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  however,  could  well 
be  improved. 

In  commenting  upon  the  Public  Health  Inspector' s  report  it  is  very 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Holy  Island  sewerage  scheme  was  nearly  completed. 
This  was  a  long  awaited  amenity  which  was  much  needed  on  the  island. 
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19^0  saw  the  introduction  of  the  Caravan  Act.  Norham  and  Islandshires 
Rural  District  is  extremely  fortunate  in  possessing  two  excellent  caravan 
sites  of  model  standards. 

The  sewage  problem  at  East  Ord  is  such  as  to  constitute  a  public  health 
nuisance,  particularly  during  the  summer  months.  This  village  should  be 
high  in  the  Council*  s  priority  list  for  different  means  of  dealing  with  its 
sewage . 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  of 
the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 


I  am 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  area  of  the  district  was  47,011  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  v/as  1,420  and  the  number 
of  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  was  7. 

The  rateable  value  was  £31,270  and  the  sum  represented 
by  a  penny  rate  was  £121. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  4,180  and  this  figure 
was  taken  when  calculating  the  Birth  and  Death  rate. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

20 

25 

45 

Illegitimate 

_2 

2 

4 

Totals  22 

27 

kn 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

the  population 

11.72 

Crude  Birth  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor 

12.77 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent  of  total  live  births 

8.16 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

-- 

- 

- 

Totals  ^ 

1 

1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  20.0 

Total  live  and  still  births  50 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  ^  • 

Totals 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


20.0 
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MatemaL  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

21 

24 

45 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

10.76 

Crude  Death  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor 

9.46 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

- 

Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

11 

CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach. 

1 

1 

2 

"  "  Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

- 

1 

"  ”  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

"  "  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

6 

1 

7 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

5 

3 

8 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

2 

7 

9 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Heart  Disease 

3 

4 

7 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

— 

3 

3 

Influenza 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

— 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

- 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

— 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

— 

— 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

1 

Suicide 

— 

— 

- 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

Totals 

21 

24 

bSL 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  - 

Whooping  Coughu 

Diphtheria 

Measles  po 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  _ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox  _ 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 

Encephalitis  - 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

ruimonary 

N  on -Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  5 
5-14 
15-24 
25-44 
45  -  64 
65+ 

1 

1 

- 

-  - 

Total 

1 

1 

- 

POLIOMYELITIS  “VACCINATION 

North  No.  1  and  2  Areas 


Age  Group 

Number  having 
received  two 
injections 

1-15 

13,597 

15  -  25 

4, 556 

26  -  40 

1,624 

Over  40 

179 

Of  these,  17,028  received  their  third 

injection  since  the  advent  of  the  scheme 

to  31st  December, 

I960. 
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IMMUNISATION 


Primary  Immunisation 

Secondary  (Reinforcing)  Injs. 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5/9 

10/14 

Total 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5/9 

10/14 

Total 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

- 

8 

Diphtheria 
and  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

5 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 
Whooping 
Cough  and 
Tetanus 

24 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

- 

7 

Totals 

27 

3 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

32 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

7 

- 

13 

IMMUNITY  INDEX 
North  No.  1  Area 


District 

1-4  Age  Group 

Under  1  Age  Group 

Berwick  M.B. 

63.07 

22.22 

Belford  R.D. 

85.50 

29.16 

Glendale  R.D. 

84.50 

53.84 

Norham  R.D. 

53.95 

23.91 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

North  No.  1  Area 


Number  Vaccinated  During  Period 

Number  Revaccinated 

District 

Under 

1 

1 

2-4 

— 

5-14 

15  or 
over 

1 

Under 

1 

1 

1 

2-4  5-14 

15  or 
over 

1 

Berwick  M.B. 

83 

6 

9 

9 

8 

tL15 

- 

3 

15 

27 

26 

71 

Belford  R.D. 

40 

1 

- 

1 

- 

42 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

17 

Glendale  R.D. 

80 

3 

1 

- 

1 

85 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

9 

Norham  R.D. 

17 

1 

- 

- 

1 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

220 

11 

10 

10 

10 

2£T 

- 

3 

15 

27 

98 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

I960 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norham  &  Islandshires  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  i960. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Throughout  the  year,  production  of  water  from  the  District  Council  sources 
was  maintained.  Consumption  showed  an  appreciable  average  increase  due  to  a 
greater  quantity  of  water  being  sold  for  agricultural  purposes  and  modernisation 
of  some  dwellings.  The  scheme  for  supplying  water  to  the  Cornhill/Harper 
Ridge  areas  from  the  Glendale  Rural  District  was  commenced  in  the  autumn  of 
this  year.  Initial  progress  was  very  slow  due  to  inclement  weather  conditions 
but  it  is  expected  the  scheme  will  be  completed  during  1961.  Extensions  of 
the  Fenwick  Water  Scheme  to  supply  the  Haggerston  district  and  of  the  Ord 
Scheme  to  supply  the  Longrldge  and  Loanend  districts  are  needed,  and  when 
complete,  it  could  be  Justifiably  claimed  that  the  whole  of  the  District 
Council  Area  would  be  adequately  watered. 

SEY/ERAGE 

The  Holy  Island  Sewerage  Scheme  commenced  in  1959,  progressed  steadily 
despite  previously  unforeseen  set-backs  and  inclement  weather,  and  was 
nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  the  current  year.  It  is  expected  to  be 
fully  operational  in  early  I96I  and  despite  the  foregoing  handicaps  it  is 
considered  that  the  work  has  been  executed  in  a  sound  and  excellent  manner. 

The  preparation  of  new  Sewerage  Schemes  for  the  villages  of  Ord,  Homcliffe 
and  Norham  is  necessary  and  some  progress  to  this  end  has  already  been  made. 

PLANS 

There  were  99  plans  deposited  during  the  year  together  with  the 
necessary  applications  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts  and  Local 
Byelaws.  Of  these  applications  95  were  approved  and  k-  refused. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  19A9 

Again  the  part-time  employment  of  the  District  Council  Vehicle  Driver 

as  a  Rodent  Operator  has  proved  successful .  Infestations  during  the  year, 
though  in  few  cases  really  severe,  were  more  prevalent  than  hitherto,  but 
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were  speedily  and  efficiently  cleared  by  the  operator.  Regular  inspection 
of  the  farms  in  the  area  revealed,  in  most  cases,  that  preventive  measures 
against  infestation  was  undertaken  by  the  farmers  concerned  or  their  agents. 


(1) 

~TTT 

. (4).  

(5) . 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 

Total  of 

Agri- 

Auth- 

Houses 

( including 

Cols.  1, 

cult- 

ority 

Business 

Premises) 

2  &  3 

ural 

Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority' s  District 

7 

1,526 

249 

1,782 

132 

Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

3 

3 

(b)  Survey 

7 

1,104- 

112 

1,223 

40 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  found  to  be 
infested  by:- 
(a)  Rats  Major 

2 

18 

1 

21 

5 

Minor 

1 

56 

1 

58 

2 

(b)  Mice  Major 

Minor 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 

3 

74 

3 

80 

7 

1 _ _ 

WATER  SAMPLES 

Collected  for  Analysis 


Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Chemical 

2 

2 

- 

Bacteriological 

19 

14 

5 

HOUSING 

During  the  year,  seven  new  houses  were  built,  six  by  the  District 
Council  and  one  privately.  (See  page  10) 

CARAVANS 

There  are  two  modern  Caravan  Parks  in  the  District  Council  Area 
(a)  Ord  and  (b)  Haggerston.  Both  are  situated  in  pleasant  surroundings, 
are  very  popular  and  efficiently  administered  to  an  unrelaxed  high  standard. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 


Number  of  factories  throughout  the  Area  21 
Number  of  Mechanical  Factories  20 
Number  of  N  on -Mechanical  Factories  1 
Inspections  carried  out  20 
Contraventions  found 

Informal  Notices  served  - 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


Eighty  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  private  Licensed 
Slaughterhouse  in  Norham. 

Animals  Slaughtered:  Steers  . .  . .  . .  198 

Heifers  . . 

Sheep  and  Lambs  . .  . .  136 

Pigs 

This  slaughterhouse  together  -with  the  shop  and  food  preparation  rooms 
is  excellently  conducted  and  most  hygienic.  Visits  to  all  Food  Shops, 
Hotels  and  Catering  Establishments  were  made  at  various  times  during  the 
year,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  record  that  generally,  a  high  standard  of 
cleanliness  was  observed. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


Bacon 

•  • 

. .  21  lbs. 

Ham 

•  » 

. .  30  lbs. 

Canned  goods 

•  • 

. .  69  tins 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

This  service  has  been  maintained  without  change  over  a  period  of  years. 
Though  only  fortnightly  collections  are  carried  out,  all  properties  within 
the  area  without  exception  are  visited. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  -  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT.  1958 

Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  the  year  33 


Applications  rejected  2 
Applications  approved  31 
Approximate  average  grant  per  house  <£291 

Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  District 
Council’ s  area  since  inception  of  Scheme  223 


STANDARD  GRANTS 

During  the  Year  Total  to  Date 


Number  of  separate  houses  for 


which  grants  have  been  made  3  3 

Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 


(a) 

Bath  or  Shower 

3 

3 

00 

Wash-hand  basin 

3 

3 

(0) 

Hot  Water  Supply 

3 

3 

(a) 

Water  Closet 

3 

3 

(e) 

Food  Store 

3 

3 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE  -  HOLY  ISLAND 


The  convenience,  open  to  the  public  for  practically  six  months  of  each 
year  -  the  holiday  season  -  is  kept  spotlessly  clean  by  a  very  conscientious 
attendant,  and  it  is  considered  that  its  hygienic  condition  compares  very 
favourably  with  similar  Public  Conveniences  elsewhere.  However  it  is 
appalling  to  meet  the  results  of  vandalism  in  both  male  and  female  sections 
of  the  buildings  which  does  much  to  offset  the  good  work  of  the  attendant. 
NUMBER  AND  NATURE  CP  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Public  Health  Act.  1936 


Part  2 

-  Sanitation  and  Buildings 

•  • 

•  • 

..  36 

Part  3 

-  Nuisances 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

Part  4 

-  Water  Supplies 

•  • 

•  • 

..  51 

Part  5 

-  Notifiable  Diseases 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Housing 

Act,  1936  -  57 

Inspection  of  Insanitary  Houses  54 


Housing  Act,  1949  -  1958 

Improvement  Grants  -  Visits  in  connection  71 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Visits  in  connection  with  infestation  and 
administration  31 

Other  Visits  and  Inspections 

1.  Council  House  Repairs  132 

2.  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  31 

3.  Building  Byelaws  30 

4.  Meat  and  Pood  Inspection  -  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1953  92 

5.  Factories  Act,  1937  20 

6.  T/ater  Supplies  134 

Total.  Visits.  Inspections  etc . 687 


HOUSING  STATISTICS.  I960 

New  Houses  completed  during  With  State  Unaided  Total 

the  year  Assistance 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  6  6 


(b)  By  any  other  Rousing 

Authority  -  - 

(c)  By  Private  Persons  -  11 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  1420 


Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 


268 
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Action  with  regard  to  Unfit  Houses 

(a)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  2 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction 

(c)  Houses  lu.  Clearance  Areas  still  in  use  at  end  of  year 

for  temporary  accommodation  - 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.N.  SENIOR 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 


52  Ravensdowne, 
BERWICK  UPON  TWEED 


< 


